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Shooting Stars by Carol Ann Duffy


“Shooting Stars” is a haunting poem about the treatment of Jewish people by the Nazi's written by Carol Ann  Duffy. It makes me feel sympathy for the speaker in a variety of ways using things such as word choice and imagery.


In stanza one the reader is made to feel sympathy straight away for the speaker by Duffy showing what is happening to them through imagery. “they break our fingers / to salvage my wedding ring.” Not only does that make us feel sorry for the speaker but also for all the Jews because of Duffy's choice to swap between the 3rd person, “our” and the 1st person “my”. We are shocked by the lack of feeling and respect the Nazi's had for the Jews and how easily they could do something like that for their own gain. The lack of comma's in the list of names, “Rebecca Rachael Ruth Aaron Emmanuel David” could represent how the list of Jews goes on forever and how they were seen as something to eliminate rather than individuals to the Nazi's. It could also show that they were all united under their religion and would stand together and be strong rather than be divided. “Mourn for our daughters” is the speaker demanding sympathy from the reader which is effective because it is a direct plea from the person involved. Also by using daughters it shows how vulnerable the Jews because females are usually seen as gentle and the weaker sex which makes it more shocking that the Nazi's would prey on those less able to defend themselves.


In stanza two the speaker talks about their daughter never turning to look at them and standing tall waiting to be shot. We feel sorry for her because her last moment's with her daughter  are watching her waiting to die. This makes us feel sad because we cannot imagine what the speaker must be going through knowing she is going to see her daughter die and then be killed herself. We also feel hatred towards the Nazi's for causing so much pain and misery and not seeming to have any qualms about it. Duffy makes us feel this with the sentence structure. “You would not look at me. / You waited for the bullet.” By using the word you it makes us feel as if we were there and it was happening to us. When we put ourselves in that position we feel fear for the speaker and for everyone who were killed and realising that these people had tremendous courage to face death and not break up. The speaker repeats the word “remember” which makes look back on the atrocities of what happened in the second world war which makes the readers feel that we have to do everything in our power to make sure nothing like this ever happens again. She also makes feel scared for her by saying “One saw I was alive. Loosened / his belt.” The reader knows what is going to happen and feels appalled that people could be so horrible to others.


In stanza three we see that the speaker is in fear of her life and although she is trying to control her fear she isn't successful “My bowels opened in a ragged gape of fear.” The use of all the g's makes the sentence sound tough and threatening which resembles how the speaker perceived the Nazi officer as he loosened his belt. “Between the corpses I could see a child.” The reader feels horror at the thought that children were also brutalised during this time as well. The reader views children innocence which makes the acts of the Nazi's seem more terrible because they show no mercy for anyone who is different to them even if they are not old enough to defend themselves. “They shot her in the eye.” This makes us feel sorry for the speaker because she has to witness these  horrific acts and also we feel for the Jews because they suffered immensely under the rule of Hitler and the Nazi party. “Only a matter of days separate / this from acts of torture now.” With this line the reader realises that although we feel shocked by what happened during the second world war similar acts happen now. This makes the reader feel as though they should do something to act against these atrocities because we have been put in the shoes of someone who has gone through something similar and they don't like what they see.


In stanza 4 the speaker shows us that the Nazi's killed people without any feeling. “How would you prepare to die, on a perfect April evening”. This also shows how these atrocities were committed on ordinary days like they were part of everyday life. “Young men gossiping” also shows the lack of guilt the Nazi's had for the Jews and how they could do something so appalling without batting an eyelid. This makes the reader feel sorry for the speaker because she was killed in cold blood and there was no one there who would mourn her once she was dead. “my bare feet” shows that the Jews had their dignity taken away from them and were treated like animals by the Nazi's. This lack of dignity makes the reader feel appalled by the actions that were taken against the Jews. “I heard a click. Not yet. A trick.” This shows us how the Nazi's were playing with the speaker and prolonging her suffering for their own pleasure. This makes the audience feel angry because it shows how cruel some human beings can be and we feel sympathy for the speaker because not only is she facing her death but she is being treated cruelly and has to go through tortuous conditions which we couldn't imagine.


In stanza 5 we see the big divide between what is happening to the Jews and what the Nazi's are doing. “After immense suffering someone takes tea on the lawn.” We see that the Nazi's didn't find what they were doing wrong and thought it as an everyday occurrence just like drinking tea. We feel sympathy for the speaker because she is treated like nothing by the Nazi's. “After the history lesson” could relate to the poem because the poem is telling us of some of the terrible things that happened in the concentration camps in WW2. This helps to create sympathy because we are reminded that this really happened and people had to endure this and it's not just a story. “The world / turns in its sleep” makes us realise that these atrocities were seen across the world and everybody knew about it. Some people did nothing to stop it while others fought against it. We know it happened because it was well documented by the Germans. The reader feels shocked that not only could people do such things but that they would want to remember doing it. The writer starts listing names at the end of the stanza “Sara Ezra...”. All the names used in the poem are Jewish names to help show that it was the Jews that were being discriminated against. 


In stanza 6 the speaker talks directly to the reader which makes them feel more involved with what is going on. “Sister, if seas part us, do you not consider me?” By asking the question she is pleading with us not to forget what happened at that time. Also by using the word sister she is appealing to the female readers who are often the more emotional sex. “I sang the ancient psalms at dusk” shows that even when faced with death the speaker holds onto her religion and stays strong. This makes the reader realise that belief in something can keep people strong even in the most terrifying of moments. The reader realises that the speaker is a hero for not breaking down in front of the Nazi's and that not all hero's are swashbuckling knights but can be ordinary people who do extra ordinary things. “Inside the wire strong men wept” makes the reader feel sympathy for the Jews because we realise that what they were going through was a terrible experience which made even the strongest willed people be reduced to tears. The last line of the poem is “Turn thee / unto me with mercy, for I am desolate and lost.” This shows that the speaker is scared but doesn't show it. We realise that the speaker is only human and needs to be comforted. The speaker knows she is coming to the end of her life and like everyone doesn't want to die.


The poem shows us the bravery of the Jewish people knowing they were going to their deaths but still holding their heads up high. The poem makes the reader feel sympathy for the speaker because it shows us all the hardships this person had to go through just because of what they believed in.

