Media production “HELP!” Tag line “can you hear me?”                                                                  3

Working script

Characters

Jessica Dryden – Jordan Burton

Dad – Mr Cairns

Voice 1 – Fee 

Voice 2 – Jan Anderson?

Voice 3 – Nadine Roper?

voices – Nat, Laura, Nadine, Jordan and others higher Drama class

Extras – Amanda Burton, John Burton, Students, Nat, Laura, Nadine, Jordan

Jessica standing at door putting shoes on door open camera inside the door

Jessica:- I coming dad wait a second.

Camera looking straight at dad leaning against metal railings over Jessica's shoulder

Dad:- All right I'll just start going. Catch me up.

Dad starts to walk down the road

Jessica:- Ok I won't be a second. 

Jessica steps out the door gets a set of keys from her bag and closes the door 

The camera is now at the top of the steps looking down. We see Jessica lock the door and run up the steps.

Voice 1(from camera's POV):- Hey Jess, I just saw your dad walk by, are you two going shopping?

Jessica nods 

we see her start walking down the street the camera follows

Voice 1:- Jess, why don't you talk to me much any more?

Jessica:- because whenever I do something happens, it's easier if I just stay away

Jess and the camera stop.

Jess looks at the camera.

Voice 1:- but I'm your friend Jess

Jessica:- I know but nothing good ever comes from talking from you

Voice 1:- You've got to take the good with the bad jess.

we see dad at the bottom of the street

Dad:- Jess are you coming?

Jessica:- Coming dad.

Jessica runs down the street 

Voice 1:- Jess stop come back we need to talk

Jessica doesn't turn around

The camera is now at the bottom of the road with dad.

Jessica arrives

Dad:- Jess what was happened?

Jessica:- Oh nothing

Dad:- Jessica??

Jessica:- Don't call me that dad you know I don't like it.

Dad takes Jess round the neck and rubs his knuckles on her head

Jessica(laughing):- get off dad (pushing him off)

Dad:- ok, truce?

Jessica:- truce.

Dad:- come on Jess let's get to the shops

Jessica:- All right

Jessica and dad start walking.

The camera starts following.

We get to outside Scotmid the camera stops on a mid shot of Jessica

We here a guitarist

Voice 1:- Jess wait up

Jessica (turning to her dad):- Hey dad I'll wait for you out here

Dad:- All right won't be long

we see dad walk into Scotmid and pick up a basket

Voice 1 (from camera):- Jess I'm sorry I don't mean to cause you trouble.

Jessica (looking at camera):- That's ok. I'm sorry I snapped. Things just seem to happen when you're around.

Voice 1:- Yeah I must be bad luck or something

We then go to a long shot of Jessica and see she is standing directly in front of the busker. On her own.

Busker:- Hey misses, do you mind, you directly in front of me, could you shift sideways a jiffy?

Voice 1/Jessica:- oh sorry.

We see Jessica move to the side 

we go to a mid shot from the left of Jessica

Voice 2:- hey Jessica you're so stupid you didn't even see that lad behind you

Jessica:- I'm not stupid

Busker:- I know you're not lady. I never said anything

We go to a mid shot of Jessica from the right 

At every change of camera angle Jessica turns slightly with it

Voice 3:- Jess you cant do anything right can you?

Jessica:- Hey that's not fair.

Camera cuts to behind Jessica

Voices 2 +3 (sarcastically):- Hey that's not fair

Jessica spins round 

Jessica:- Stop it

Voice 4 (sarcastically):- stop it

The next section all voices are talking through each other slowly adding more voices

The camera cuts to different angles slowly getting quicker

Jessica is spinning round trying to catch the camera but it always cuts just after Jessica gets to it

Voices:- Hey Jessica you're such a loser

You're useless Jessica

Can't get anything right

Nobody likes you

You're such a freak

Weirdo

You're a geek

etc.

The camera stops on a long shot of Jessica from her leftshe's visibly distraught, crying? The voices carry on.

Jessica (shouting):- SHUT UP! WILL YOU JUST SHUT UP!

Passers by look worried but carry on

The busker moves away

Jessica starts lashing out at thin air like she's attacking the voices then falls to floor

Jessica (talking, but audible, just, over the voices):- Please stop, I don't want this, I can't do this

Voice 2:- Aww is little Jessica afraid of us?

Jessica jumps up

Jessica (screaming):- JUST LEAVE ME ALONE

We see Jessica's dad coming out of Scotmid 

He has shopping bags which he hooks on his elbows

He takes her shoulders

Dad (muffled):  Jess, listen to me

fighting to get free from her dad who just holds on tighter

Jessica: (still screaming): LET GO OF ME JUST LEAVE ME ALONE

Dad: Jessica, you're having one of your “episodes” again please come with me

Jessica: NO LET ME BE

Dad puts his arm around Jessica's shoulder and starts walking her back around the corner home

Jessica puts her hands on her ears 

Jessica: SHUT UP SHUT UP SHUT UP

We fade out of the shot into a shot of Jessica sitting on the sofa in her house staring off into the distance, blank

We hear white noise

In the background the TV is on, the news?, and we hear cars going by every once in a while 

Dad walks in and sits next to her and puts a hand on her shoulder

we see a drug bottle on the side table and a glass of water

Dad: (muffled) Jess you all right? (pause) Jess can you hear me? (pause) Jess? 

He sighs 

He stands up and walks to the side table

He picks up the drug bottle and shakes his head

Suddenly he chucks the bottle across the room

Dad (shouting): STUPID DRUGS!

We see him walk out the room and hear the door slamming

We slowly fade to a shot of a girl sitting on a swing in Jessica's clothes and in the same position as Jessica.

Fade to closing credits

Play Strange Little Girl by the Stranglers/ Lady Godiva's operation by The Velvet Underground

