Cal chapter 1 questions

1) MacLaverty chooses to begin the novel with the setting of the abattoir because it's a place where innocent creature's get led to slaughter and it's a comparison to the innocent Irish who got caught up in the fighting in Ireland.

2) MacLaverty uses several senses to describe the abattoir which are smell, which he uses to describe the smell of the animal's blood, sound, to describe the animals as if they knew they were going to their deaths and what happens inside there and sight to describe the horror of what the priest is doing.

3) The description of the estate on page 3 helps us to understand Cal's feelings of unease because he feels he is being watched by everyone. He feels this because he is the only Catholic on a Protestant estate and we know this because there many British and red hand of Ulster flags flying and the curbstones are also painted alternated blue, white and red.

4) The impression I get of Cal from the description of him on page 4 is that he likes to put himself down because he doesn't have a lot of self confidence. He sings in an American accent because he wants to hide behind a different persona because he is afraid because he's the only Catholic.

5) The descriptions given of the news bulletins on pages 9 and 12 add to my understanding of the setting because they talk about murders and robberies as if they are commonplace which shows they are in a violent place and the violence happens so often it feels normal.

6) The author chooses to give the first detailed description of Crilly as a schoolboy is to show that he has always been a bully and has always taken the opportunity to use violence. The impression of Crilly is that he is a mindless thug.

7) The different attitudes Crilly and Skeffington have towards the “troubles” are that Skeffington says it's for the greater good but only talks about it but Crilly is willing to get into the middle of it all.

8) Cal waits for Marcella on page 21 because he wanted to talk to her without her knowing who he was.

9)  The various reactions that Cal and Shamie have towards the threatening note are Cal turned off the light and creep around in the dark because he was scared and didn't want anything to happen. He was also theorising about all the things that might happen. Shamie on the other hand went straight into action getting his gun, telling Cal to fill the bath and get a blanket ready and making sure that everything's locked which shows he's in control of the matter and isn't scared.

10)  Cal became involved with the movement because he and his dad had needed protection so Crilly had given them a .38 gun. Then Crilly had asked if they could look after some boxes containing certain things and Cal slowly started doing more things which meant he was a part of the IRA.

11) The reasons for Cal's loneliness are because his mother died when he was really young and he was constantly arguing with his father.

12) Cal's recurring dream is he is watching a naked woman standing in an upstairs window of a house and she is in a state of great agitation, which Cal perceives to be sexual. When he goes to help her she falls out of the window onto the railings below. The significance of the dream could be that the woman is Marcella and if Cal tries to help her she could end up hurt.

