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Big Brother Chooses YOU! to be the Next Celebrity


Andy Worhol once said “In the future everyone will be world-famous for 15 minutes”. Well, it seems this time has come. Big Brother has given the ordinary person the chance to be seen by millions of people. But how many of them are really remembered? 


Reality TV has been around in some form since the start of television but became a big thing when Big Brother started in 1999. The genre of reality TV covers a wide range of programmes, from game or quiz shows which resemble the mad, often degrading shows made in Japan during the 80s/90s, to surveillance like shows. Reality television often shows a changed, often highly influenced form of reality, using sensationalism to attract viewers. 


Participants are often placed in exotic locations or abnormal situations, and are sometimes coached to act in specific scripted ways by off-screen "story editors" or "segment producers," with the portrayal of events and speech manipulated and contrived to create an illusion of reality through editing. This shows that although these programs are meant to show what “real life” is like they are still made like a soap opera to grab the audiences attention. This happens because if the contestants were left to their own devices it would become boring quite quickly.


Big Brother started as a social experiment to see how people acted when locked in a house with complete strangers and cameras pointed at them. This year alone 10,000 people sent in videos to audition for Big Brother. Josie, Steve, Ben, Rachael, Nathan, Dave, Caoimhe, Govan, Shabby, Ife, John James, Sunshine, Corin, Mario, Rachel, Keeley, Andrew, JJ, Jo, Laura and Sam are the latest to have been let inside the infamous Big Brother house. In the 11 Big Brother houses there have been 180 contestants pass through the front door into instant stardom. One of the most famous or infamous is Jade Goody from Big Brother 3.She was only 4th but she became one of the most famous people to exit the house. She was known as the thick one who called East Anglia “East Angular”.


When Jade left the house she got deals for television programs, appeared in celebrity, trivia and gossip magazines, got to write her autobiography and brought out a perfume. Jade also went on to have her own salon and the preparations for opening  were filmed for a TV series. People wanted to get to know her because they felt as they could relate to her. All the good things that came with fame and fortune weren't going to last though as she was asked to go on Celebrity Big Brother 5, 2007. 


 She went in with her mother, Jackiey Budden, and her boyfriend, Jack Tweed. During this time there were 47,500 complaints about Jade's racist bullying of fellow housemate, Shilpa Shetty. After she was evicted her career was in tatters. This just goes to show that although Big Brother can be a good thing and boost you to stardom it can also be the worst thing a person could do and ruin your life. 


I admired Jade for her ability to win over the public's hearts by just being her normal, if rather dim, self. She managed to play on her personality to get herself a career. When she started her racist campaign against Shilpa Shetty I was one of many people who turned against her and thought of her as a monster for being so horrible. After she was evicted and her life was in tatters I did begin to feel sorry for her because was genuinely sorry for what she had done but she could never win my full respect again because she had done what she had done.


Jade then apologised profusely and to reconcile her sins went on the Indian version of Big Brother, Big Boss to show she had changed and was a better person. After two days she was told that she had cervical cancer. She left the house and came back to the UK. Suddenly all the newspapers had gone from slating her for being a racist to talking about her with rose coloured glasses. This change of heart tells us that the media just wants to get the best story out of something to get the most money back. They seemed to forget that she had been horrible to Shilpa Shetty and that there had been a huge outcry across the world. This kind of behaviour tells people even if you do something bad it is just forgotten in an instant when something else happens which is of interest. This doesn't teach young children how to behave properly and that they can get away with anything as long as they keep acting up or they do something else which would interest people.


Other big brother contestants get the media's attention like this years winner of Big Brother, Josie Gibson, who made the front page in magazines with the is she/isn't she going to go out with fellow housemate, John James Parton. This shows how the public want to know about the “ordinary people”. Although Josie was seen as the normal Bristolian lass she was only known because she had spent three months on everybody's screens. Would we have cared about who she was going out with if she hadn't gone on BB and was just like everybody else who watched the program? 


Nikki Graham was known for throwing tantrums like “Who is she Big Brother” and “I'm sooooo cold!”. The public warmed to Nikki because we found her tantrums funny and we liked seeing how the rest of the house mates reacted to them. But if we'd been stuck in a house with her with no way of getting away from her when she threw a hissy fit we wouldn't have found it so funny. Why do we think something like this is funny if it is happening to other people. We forget to put ourselves into those people's shoes yet what we are watching is supposed to be “reality television”. 


There are some TV reality shows that are hoaxes which are made to give cheap laughs to the audience because we have the extra knowledge that some of the participants don't have. In hoax reality shows, a fake premise is presented to some of the series participants. In truth, the premise of the series is completely different. The rest of the cast are actors who are in on the joke of the show. These shows often served to parody the conventions of the reality TV genre. The first such show was 2003's The Joe Schmo Show. Other shows, though not technically hoax shows, have offered misleading information to some cast members in order to add a twist to the competition.


I think hoax reality TV shows are both good and bad. They are good because they show the viewing public reality TV shows for what they really are, false constructs by the producers. This helps to show the audience that they are being tricked into believing something is real when it isn't. Hoax TV is also a bad thing because of exactly the same reason. It is letting everybody in on the secret and so they feel like they are one up on the competitors.


Reality TV is seen by many to show exactly what it says on the tin, to be what normal life is like. Big Brother has made reality TV into something of a soap opera. With hoax TV we get to see the “magic” behind reality TV and it enthrals us more.
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