A Vampire Story


Suddenly the crowd went silent. All I could hear was their breathing, waiting in anticipation for the curtain to rise and the show to start. The music started and slowly the audience came into view. The clapping sounded like a raging storm. Fiona walked to the front of the stage and began to speak. “ People will always believe the most fabulous tale you can tell.” We were off.


We had spent the last three weeks preparing for this moment and they were the busiest three weeks of my life. We hardly had the time to breathe as we were always doing something, from learning lines to doing stylised movement to music that could make your teeth curl dressed as a Gregorian monk. I never imagined that spending 5 days a week, 6 and a ½ hours a day run off my feet would be the most fun time of my life. I saw how actors lived and it helped me to understand the job I want to do. I'd never done such an intensive course before so I didn't know what to expect when I walked through the door that first day. 


I auditioned for Summer on Stage in the March of 2010 and it was an interesting day. First of all we met Steve Mann, who was going to be the director of “A Vampire Story”. He made an instant impression on us all by flouncing in the room like Louie Spence with a beer belly. He told us that it was ok to say if we thought something wasn't how we had imagined it to be and that we thought it should be done a different way. Throughout the day we did a number of exercises on the play including becoming whores and flirting with the two guys auditioning that day. It was the first proper audition process I'd gone through. Before it all started I was worried because I didn't know anyone and wasn't sure what to do. I was put at ease very quickly when I met Gabi Starr in the lobby of the Lyceum. She bounced in like she'd drunk about 5 coffees in a row. We hit it off straight away because we were both new to this kind of thing and are both slightly mad. Throughout the day we stuck together which was a huge relief to me because I didn't feel so alone and scared of falling flat on my face and looking like a fool. We parted at the end of the audition with a big hug, like we'd known each other for years and wishing each other the best of luck that we got on the course.


The first day of the course was another nerve-racking experience. I felt the same way I did before the audition, I wasn't sure I was going to know anyone. Then I saw Gabi walk in and I could feel a smile spreading across my face that would rival that of the Cheshire Cat. “Gabi” I shouted waving frantically at her. She ran across the room and gave me a huge hug. We were both very happy that we'd both got in and that was the start of a great friendship. I found out that actually quite a few people had got in from my audition and from my Lyceum acting group so didn't feel so alone. Also it helped me to relax because I didn't feel like I had to prove myself to them because they knew who I was and what my abilities were. Having friends right from the beginning meant I could quickly ease myself into the process and try to find my feet in the business without worrying about what other people thought of me. Rehearsals were interesting as we had very complicated things to try and do and not only that but make it so we could do it on the stage as well. For instance trying to get a complicated movement piece we'd practised on a flat floor in capes onto three giant steps was hard to try and picture let alone do.


Throughout the course we got to see different areas of backstage jobs in a theatre. We got to go to the costume department to get fitted which was great fun. The two women who were working with Steve to design costumes were very nice. They chucked all sorts of everything at us to see what would work and what wouldn't for our characters and to see also more importantly if they would fit us. We also got to see how the lighting and sound crew worked during the technical rehearsals. 


When we arrived for our rehearsal we were told “don't touch anything or it will fall on your head and kill you and if you speak when your not supposed to we'll kill you.” We all stood as still the weeping angels from Dr Who with our mouths plastered shut for the whole day. The techy crew, who weren't shouting instructions at each other and running round like loonies trying to get everything sorted were lovely. It gave me an insight into how other jobs in the Theatre worked and I realized that if I didn't get to be an actress, working backstage would be just as much fun.


Performing on the stage in the Lyceum was great. We got to run around an amazing stage that looked like steps to a giant's castle and we had a large audience watching us, the largest audience I'd ever performed in  front of. Being able to do something like that was amazing because it was a totally new experience. It helped me understand the stresses and strains that actors have all the time and showed me what I was in for if I chose the theatre as a career path. The hardest part about the performances was getting used to the stage and trying to get the show we'd rehearsed in the rehearsal room actually onto the stage. We had a lot of movement pieces and running we had to try and figure out how to fit into the space we had.


Doing the course showed me how to take initiative with a group of professionals and that it is ok to give my own ideas to the director. It helped me build my confidence as an actor and helped me confirm that being an actor is what I wanted to do with my life. I gained a lot of new friends because of this course and most of all I had fun.

